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SECRET BEIRUT 7943 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, SY, PLO 

SUBJECT: SYRIA AND THE PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON 
REF: DAMASCUS 6858 

1 . OUR ANALYSIS OF CURRENT RELATIONS BETWEEN SYRIA 

AND PLO IN LEBANON BASICALLY AGREES WITH THAT EXPRESSED 
REFTEL. AS DAMASCUS POINTS OUT, SYRIAN ASSETS WITHIN 
PLO IN LEBANON HAVE BEEN CONSTANTLY WHITTLED DOWN 
DURING PAST 18 MONTHS OF LEBANESE CIVIL WAR. THE PITCHED 
BATTLE BETWEEN JABRIL AND ABBAS FACTIONS OF PFLP-GC 
IN BEIRUT ON OCT 7 IS BUT THE LATEST IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE 
A CONSISTENT CAMPAIGN BY PRESENT PLO LEADERSHIP TO 
SUBVERT. DESTROY, OR NEUTRALIZE PALESTINIAN GROUPS 
IN LEBANON THAT HAVE ANY LOYALTY TO SYRIA. UNDER 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT ONE OF SYRIA'S 
AIMS HAS BEEN THE REPLACEMENT OF PRESENT PLO LEADERSHIP. 

2. AS REGARDS SYRIAN GOALS VIS-A-VIS PLO, IT APPEARS FROM 
HERE THAT SYRIA HAS NOT BEEN SEEKING A RECONCILIATION OR 
COMPROMISE WITH PLO BUT RATHER TOTAL SUBMISSION OR 
UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER, REDUCING PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON TO 
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OF ARMY AND GOVT. SINCE LEBANESE ARMY AND GOVT ARE CLEARLY 
INCAPABLE OF PERFORMING THIS TASK AT THE MOMENT, SYRIANS 
WILL DO IT FOR THEM UNTIL THE NECESSARY LEBANESE APPARATUS, 
UNDER SYRIAN CONTROL, CAN BE CREATED. 

3. PLO LEADERSHIP IS BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND SYRIAN 
INTENTIONS AND IS SQUIRMING DESPERATELY TO FIND A 
FORMULA SHORT OF UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER THAT 
WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO SYRIANS. SO FAR THEY HAVE 
BEEN UNABLE TO DO SO, IN PART, AT LEAST, BECAUSE OF 
INTERNAL DIFFERENCES. UNLESS PALESTINIANS ARE WILLING 
TO MAKE VERY SUBSTANTIAL CONCESSIONS DURING CURRENT 
MEETINGS IN SHTAURA, WE EXPECT THAT THESE TALKS WILL FAIL 
AND THAT SYRIANS, SUPPORTED BY THEIR CHRISTIAN AT, I IRS, 

WILL THEN MAKE ANOTHER MILITARY MOVE, PROBABLY FROM 
JEZZINE TOWARD SIDON AND PERHAPS SOUTH TOWARD MARJAYUN. 
ASSUMING THEY ARE SUCCESSFUL, SYRIANS WOULD THEN OFFER PLO 
ANOTHER CHANCE TO SURRENDER. HOW LONG THIS PROCESS WILL CON- 
TINUE PROBABLY DEPENDS ON (1) PLO ASSESSMENT OF WHETHER OR NOT 
THEY HAVE ANYTHING TO GAIN BY FURTHER DELAY AND (2) PRESSURE 
ON SYRIA (BOTH INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL) TO EASE UP ON 
PALESTINIANS. 

LANE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PALESTINIANS, INTERVENTION, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS, UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 OCT 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BEIRUT07943 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760382-0890 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761063/aaaaccoy.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 DAMASCUS 6858 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUN 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <08 OCT 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIA AND THE PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, SY, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



